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between States, or under the concurrent power of States to regulate
interstate commerce, or as an agency of the Federal Government or
otherwise.
(j) Whenever it shall appear that any electrical utility is failing
or omitting, or about to fail or omit, to do anything required of it by
law or by order of the Commission, or is doing anything, or about
to do anything, or permitting anything, or about to permit anything,
to be done contrary to or in violation of law or of any order of the
Commission an action or proceeding shall be prosecuted in any Court
of competent jurisdiction in the name of the Commission or the
State for the purpose of having such violation or threatened viola-
tion discontinued or prevented, either by mandamus, injunction, or
other appropriate relief, and in such action or proceeding it shall be
permissible to join such other persons, corporations or municipali-
ties as parties thereto as may be reasonably necessary to make the
order of the Court in all respects effective.
(k) Any investigation, inquiry, or hearing which the Commission
has power to undertake or hold may be undertaken or held by or
before any one or more of the Commissioners, upon condition, how-
ever, that such commissioner or commissioners shall have been au-
thorized by the Commission to undertake or hold such investigation,
inquiry, or hearing, and each investigation, inquiry or hearing, before
or by any such commissioner or commissioners shall be deemed to be
the investigation, inquiry, and hearing of the Commission. Any de-
termination, ruling, or order of a commissioner or commissioners,
upon any such investigation, inquiry, or hearing undertaken or held
by him or them, shall not become effective until due notice has been
given to the Commission and the same has been approved and con-
firmed by at least a quorum of the Commission and ordered to be
filed in its office. Upon such confirmation and order, such determina-
tion, ruling, or order shall be the determination,' ruling or order of
the Commission. In any investigation, inquiry, or hearing now pend-
ing, or which may hereafter be instituted, the Commission is hereby
authorized to employ a special agent or examiner, who shall have
power to administer oaths, examine witnesses, and receive evidence
in any locality which the Commission, having regard to the public
convenience and the proper discharge of its functions and duties,
may designate. The testimony and evidence so taken or received
shall have the same force and effect as if taken or received by the
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